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Mike Wang is a prominent business man in China. He has two
successful companies in Beijing.
Mike was able to provide a
good life for his family in China
but he always went back to one
memory. As a young man Mike
came to this country for a training and was impressed by American democracy and prosperity.
He was impressed by the idea
that you could be anything you
wanted in America. There are
no limitations to an idea. At that
moment he knew that one day
he would become an American
citizen. Mike has been here for
6 years as a permanent resident.
One day Mike came into our
library and saw our Citizenship
corner and asked about the
classes that we offered. He
began attending them back in
January.

Mike is now attending NorthWest College in West Covina. He
is studying for his Associate’s
Degree in Healthcare Administration. This is such a change
of direction to what his background is in. I mentioned this to
Mike, he said when he came to
America he purchased
healthcare for his family and he
was so confused. He looked at
the problem through his business efficient eyes. Mike feels
there could be an easier way for
people to understand and sign
up for the best healthcare for
their family. This is an example
of Mike’s ambitious and entrepreneurial spirit.
Speaking with Mike I am reminded of what a unique, industrious and lawful country America is. He pointed out that we
are a nation of checks and balances which ensures our

Mike Wang, American Citizen

democracy. We are protected
from fascism by the voice of the
people.
People come to America for
many reasons. It’s not only for
opportunity but for the freedom
to work towards their dream.
Mike saw these possibilities
twenty-five years ago and had
his dream realized, of becoming
an American citizen this month.
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Leamos
Leamos is an online Spanish
Literacy course designed for
Spanish speakers who want to
learn to read and write. Participants work one on one with
tutors who guide them through
lessons beginning with the basics of using a mouse and keyboard. Alfredo Arteaga is a
Leamos learner who has gained
confidence at work and at home

since starting the program two because It’s never too late to
years ago. Before the program, start.
Alfredo depended on his wife to
read for him and would shy away
at work when asked to read
notes. Like other learners, he
cited barriers to his education as
a child that would prevent him
from learning how to read and
write. Alfredo encourages others
Alfredo Arteaga, Leamos learner
to participate in Leamos
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End of Year Celebrations!
The Grassroots ESL partnership celebrated
an end to another successful year with a
Celebration on Tuesday May 15 at Lee
School. Learners from each GrESL partnering sites were invited to a potluck where
they could meet with each other and share
their experiences in the program. The Site
Coordinator, tutors and learners of Lee
School treated everyone to a Luau theme.
Everybody was greeted with a lei as soon as
they walked in the Auditorium. There was a
gigantic platter of fruit surrounded by beautiful palms. Each site brought food from

their culture. Certificates of participation were
handed out to the learners. To close the celebration, a few of the Sites performed wellrehearsed, well-presented and entertaining
skits. We were treated to a reading of a poem
Look A Little Deeper, a Mother’s Day play, a
Miss Universe pageant and an explanation on

entertained but inspired. To watch the
dedication of these learners who are so
eager and committed to learning the English language is nothing short of awe inspiring.

grammar difficulties in both the Chinese and
English languages with a demonstration on
line dancing! The audience was not only

The tutors and learners of the Citizenship and Basic Literacy programs also
celebrated their achievements with a
potluck . The potluck took place in the

auditorium of the library on Tuesday June
5. The Adult Literacy Programs at the
library run all year but it is nice to stop
and recognize the hard work everyone is
doing.
The Citizenship program has had a successful year. Most recently there has been
such a demand for our public Citizenship
classes that we opened a third on Saturdays. Just this year July 2017– present we
have had over 70 people pass their Naturalization Exam. Since the inception of the
program we have had close to 300 individuals pass.

All our Adult Basic Literacy learners are
successful in their own right by meeting
their learning challenges. What better way
to kick off the summer than with some good
food, good company and a sense of accomplishment! Congratulations everybody!

Neighborhood Connections
Neighborhood Connections is a program
at the Azusa City Library that connects
the community with resources to employment, housing, health care, education,
family services, senior services, and a
variety of other services. When a patron
meets with a Community Resource Specialist the conversations are confidential
and help to better understand what the
patrons needs are. Sometimes there is
more than one issue that arises from a

conversation, so the Community Resource Specialist is able to build a better
relationship with the patron and better
assess what resources may be of value to
the patron’s situation. The Community
Resource Specialists are bilingual in English and Spanish and appointments can be
made by visiting the library, sending an email mrincon@ci.azusa.ca.us or ycardona@ci.azusa.ca.us, or by calling (626) 8125100.
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Tutor Spotlight: Kimberly Portillo
Kimberly is a beloved Grassroots
ESL tutor at Gladstone Street Elementary. Her approach to teaching her learners is very learnercentered. Kimberly creates a foundation of basic English grammar
lesson, writing exercises but she
also lets the students guide her.
She incorporated a lesson on technology. They have done lessons on
texting and writing emails. Her
learners requested it.
Kimberly has been with our program since 2015. Before coming to
our program, Kimberly spent 2

years teaching English as A Second
Language in Korea.
Her advice to new tutors is to build
a community with the learners. It
is very critical to develop a relationship. When students are comfortable and in an environment
that feels safe they are more
adept to learn. Kimberly’s second
piece of advice is to never underestimate the learners’. Be patient
and take the time to model how to
do an activity. Finally do not be
afraid to push your learners a little
out of there comfort zone.

Kimberly is pursuing a Masters’ degree
in Monterrey this fall. Her students and
this program will miss her dearly.

Grassroots ESL tutor: Kimberly Portillo

Grassroots ESL Spotlight: Charles H. Lee
Charles H. Lee School was one of the
first schools to become a partner of
Grassroots ESL when it began in the
fall of 2013. GrESL is nearly 5 years
old and Lee remains one of our most
popular sites.
Sandra Arkenburg, the Site Coordinator for Lee says she can see the impact the program is having on the
participating parents. She finds that
parents participate more in parent
activities. They feel comfortable going to activities and speaking with

staff and administration with their
new found English skills.
Sandra also notes that the ladies
have built a small community within
their class. They encourage each other to speak English and brag that
they even speak to their children in
English! Sandra feels the Grassroots
ESL program has inspired them to
find their voice.

Lee Site Coordinator: Sandra Arkenburg

Upcoming Event: Veterans Forum
Veterans give so much to our country it is
only appropriate that we give back. On
Saturday June 30 there will be Resource
Forum dedicated to them. Congresswomen Grace Napolitano and Judy Chu as well
as L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn Barger
are working with Veterans Service Organization to put on a forum at the National
Guard Armory. At the Forum, Veterans
will be able to meet with representatives
from the VA Long Beach Healthcare System as well as the VA Region Office to

answer questions regarding medical
claims. There will also be presentations
on mental health, educational benefits,
women warriors and assistance for
Homeless Veterans.
The Literacy Program and our Neighborhood Connections program will be on
hand to promote the Library’s resources.
They are expecting a large turnout of
upwards to 400 individuals. The event

will take place at the National Guard Armory
at 1351 W. Sierra Madre Ave., Azusa, CA
91702

