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Grassroots ESL Wins Award



Citizenship Recognized by City
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Literacy Movie Event



Meet the New ESL Tutor

Staff & Volunteers
Adult Literacy Coordinator :
Arlene Calderon
Literacy Program Assistant :
Maria Valencia
Citizenship Specialist :
Dolores Sanchez
Citizenship Instructor :
Glorya Dominguez
Communications Intern :
Daniel Geletko

Cathay Reta Hands Torch to Arlene Calderon
As the Azusa City Library staff
transitions into fall, The Literacy Program is preparing for a
shift from one Literacy Coordinator to another. The Literacy
program is saying goodbye and
thank you to its long time coordinator Cathay Reta. Cathay
began working as the Adult
Literacy Coordinator for the
Azusa City Library in 2011. Her
grassroots ESL program went
hand and hand with the Azusa
community, in which a large
majority of it’s residents claim
they have difficulty with English
in their everyday household.
The program was formed in the
fall of 2013 with seven community partner sites around the
city willing to collaborate. In
2014, Cathay expanded the
library’s services by introducing

a citizenship program that
specializes in tutoring and
access to information for
those desiring to become U.S.
citizens. Through collaborations and events with local

businesses, the residents
of the community have
benefitted greatly from
the positive impact of
these newly provided services (continued on inside).

Cathay Reta with Leamos student

Grassroots ESL Wins Award for Collaborations
Grassroots ESL was created
by Cathay Reta in the Fall of
2013. The program was created for the purpose of connecting city literacy programs with individuals of the
community that are battling
language barriers. Over the
past couple of years, Grassroots ESL has partnered with
local programs in the Azusa
area to expand the availability and access of literacy.
We would like to give a special thank you to our partners: Neighborhood Homework House, Community

Housing Works, Rosedale
Community, Lee Elementary,
Mountain View Elementary,
Gladstone High School, Azusa
High School for all their contributions and development.
Azusa Pacific University’s
TESOL program for partnering
with us for ESL tutor training.
Due to the strong community
collaborations, Grassroots
ESL and their partners will be
receiving an award for Innovation and Collaboration at
the ProLiteracy Conference
on Adult Literacy in Minneap-

olis, Minnesota on September
27th –30th. Grassroots ESL will
be recognized for their program’s
accomplishments in relation to
collaborations between different
types of organizations. The Azusa
City Library would also like to
thank all the volunteer tutors
who participate in the program,
and we encourage more to volunteer through the Grassroots ESL
Website or by simply visiting one
of the partner sites listed above.
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Continued: New Literacy Coordinator
Despite all the progress the
programs have made over the
past couple of years, Cathay
Reta decided it was,
“time for a new chapter in her
life.” She recently moved on
from her position as Literacy
Coordinator and is now involved with consulting work for
literacy programs across the
nation. Cathay Reta leaves a
strong legacy behind as well as
many goals accomplished. Reta
will be handing her head of
literacy program duties over to

Arlene Calderon. Arlene has
been involved with the library
for four years. She has been
serving under Reta as her assistant for two and half years and
is a lifelong resident of Azusa.
Calderon graduated from Azusa
High School and then went on to
acquire her Bachelors in Communication from California State
University Fullerton. Calderon
began establishing herself within the literacy department as a
tutor in 2013 through the Basic
Literacy Program. She assisted

Ms. Reta administratively and immersed herself
within all aspects of the program and ultimately became the clear choice for the position of Literacy
Coordinator in the wake of Cathay Reta’s departure.
When asked about what’s on the horizon, Arlene
states that she is, “eager to work with all literacy
programs and all Azusa community partners.”

Azusa Library Celebrates International Literacy Day with film!
In honor of Literacy Appreciation Night,
The Azusa City Library Literacy Program
hosted a movie event in the auditorium of
the Azusa City Library on September 9th,
2017. The Blindside, a movie about a football
player’s struggles with education, was featured.
Popcorn was provided as local residents gathered around to watch the inspirational true story.
The Azusa City Library will be hosting many public events like this in the future!

Staff Spotlight: New ESL Tutor
Lilimar Lunar is one of the
most valuable and cherished
ESL tutor’s in the library’s
literacy program. She is currently a Masters student at
Azusa Pacific University, specializing in English/Spanish
teaching while balancing
volunteer tutoring. She is
originally from Venezuela,
and came to the United

States after having a 15year career teaching as a
professor at the Universidad
Maritime del Caribe (The
Caribbean Maritime University). She has been in the
San Gabriel Valley for a little
over three years and currently resides in West Covina.
Lilimar has years of experience in the educational

world, even teaching at the
highest academic level.
When asked what the most
rewarding aspect of tutoring
was, she said swiftly “it’s
gratification, seeing others
use the language in their
everyday day life, it’s rewarding to me”
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120 Graduate from the Library’s Citizenship Program
On August 21st, 2017, the city
council of Azusa recognized
120 new citizens who graduated from the Azusa City Library’s Inspired Citizenship
program. Headed by Dolores
Sanchez Citizenship Specialist
and Citizenship Instructor
Glorya Dominguez, Inspired
Citizenship aims to provide
easily accessible resources to
those who are trying to earn
American citizenship. The
graduates completed their
immigration interviews, attended weekly citizenship
courses and passed their naturalization test. For their ef-

forts, they will be officially
recognized as United States
Citizens once they take their
naturalization oath. They
were recognized by Mayor
Joseph R. Rocha, through a
ceremony at the Azusa City
Council meeting. Within that
meeting the city council also
went on to officially deem
September as Literacy Appreciation Month! The Azusa
City Library received a proclamation from the city council stating that, “To the City
of Azusa, We commend the
efforts of our volunteers,

adult learners and supporters who promote literacy in our community, and urge all citizens to
support literacy in their homes and in their community.”

Inspired Citizenship in Collaboration With CARECEN
Created by the Azusa City Library,
Inspired Citizenship is a program
that helps adults prepare to become
United States citizens. The program
offers weekly classes, study materials, and one-on-one tutoring , as well
as special information workshops to
help families achieve their dreams
of becoming U.S. Citizens. Recently,
the Inspired Citizenship Program, in
collaboration with the Central American Resource Center (CARCEN), is
introducing a new service to provide
additional information, on citizenship,
immigration and legal services. Arlene
Santos will be at the library on Mondays from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. by
appointment only. Information and
services provided consist of citizen-

ship/legal consultation and
form preparation, fee waiver/
reduced fee waiver preparation,
green card renewals, DACA renewals. The services and information will be provided in English and Spanish.

In partnership with

